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ILLUSTRATION 1.1

DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO QUALITATIVE RESEARCH

action research ethnographic content
analysis
case study interpretive human
studies
clinical research ethnography
cognitive anthropology ~ ethnography of
communication
collaborative enquiry oral history
content analysis ethnomethodology
dialogical research ethnoscience
conversation analysis experiential psychology
Delphi study field study
descriptive research focus group research
direct research grounded theory
discourse analysis hermeneutics
document study heuristic research

ecological psychology holistic enthnography

educational imaginal psychology
connoisseurship and intensive evaluation
criticism

educational ethnography

interpretive
interactionism

life history study

naturalistic inquiry

panel research
participant observation
participative research
phenomenography
phenomenology
qualitative evaluation
structural ethnography
symbolic interactionism
transcendental realism

transformative research

Source Tesch 1990:58




e a)credibility (in preference to internal validity);

* b) transferability (in preference to external validity/generalisability);
 c) dependability (in preference to reliability);

 d) confirmability (in preference to objectivity)
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ANALYSIS

13 | Using maps and matrices 14

12 | Associating and linking 12/13 ) Connecting categories

11| Linking data 10 mng and splicing
8-10 | Categorizing data 9 [Assigning categories
7 | Reading and annotating 8| Creating categories

6 | Managing data

5 | Finding a focus

DATA



Describing

Qualitative
analysis

Connecting \/ Classifying

Qualitative analysis as a circular process
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Figure 3.3 Categorizing as a method of funnelling data



Describing Connecting

Data P Account
Classifying

Figure 3.9 Qualitative analysis as a single sequential process

Account

Connecting

Classifying

Describing

Data

Figure 3.10 Qualitative analysis as an iterative spiral
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Background







ne Agenda of the
PC

A summary of the club agenda would be:

M —

1. Preparation (pushing all chairs and tables against the
wall and spreading the materials on the floor) (5
minutes)

2. Sketching task —pre-planning (15 minutes)

3. Hands-on experience (no restriction on the type of
interactions in either with children, materials or
adults in the room) (60 minutes)

4. Putting away all the materials. During this time |
download all the pictures and get them ready for the
slideshow (3 -5 minutes)

5. Slideshow- reflection-briefing (15 minutes)

Total time= 100 minutes



Purpose of

the Study

One aim was to evaluate changes in the
quality of play over time.

A second aim was to analyze the influence of
the characteristic of materials and their
affordances and social setting factors on
children’s social and nonsocial play behavior.

Special attention was given to the possible
influencers on flatness in play and what
might reignite an uptick in play expression
within or across CPC sessions




The research is significant in providing a way to

Slgnlflca nce learn how and why to establish creative play
clubs as a form of positive intervention.




Participants

13 young children (4 boys and 9 girls) aged
6, 7, and 8 years old were involved in this
study all of whom attended the extended
day program at the same local charter
school and whose parents agreed to let
them join the CPC.




mBoys4 Gender Ethnicity of the children

M Girls 9 = Mexico 1
M Rwanda 1
W Korea 3

W Taiwan 2
m China l

M Pakistan 1

W USA 2

= Saudi Arabia 1

“India l



Research Questions

(1) How do young children interact and make meaning with open-ended materials and
to what consequence?

1 a. How can a researcher reasonably and usefully describe children’s use of
open-ended materials during ﬁlay over sessions, each lasting 100 minutes, with 8
sessions occurring over 8 weeks?

1 b. Whether and how change in play behaviors and play tendencies of children can
be seen or inferred within and across play sessions?

1 c. What is the role of the physical environmental and social setting factors on the
child’s play behaviors at the CPC?

(2) When there is a flat line or decline what creates an uptick or spark to sustain or
improve play? What is the relationship between setting factors (salience of a material,

spalce, the amount of materials, number of children in the room, etc.) and children’s
play
behavior?



Methodology

Case study research is a qualitative
approach in which the researcher
explores a bounded system (a case)
or multiple bounded systems (cases)
over period of time (eight weeks).

The children were observed using
multiple ethnographic methods:
written field-notes, children’s
sketching, photographs, and video
recording.




Data
Processing
and Analysis

1)
2)
3)

1)
2)

The general process that | used in analyzing the data generated consists of
three strategies:

Preparing and organizing the data;
reducing the data into themes through process of codes;

representing the data in figures, tables and a discussion (Creswell, 2007).

Data from field notes were presented in the form of narrative descriptive
accounts as opposed to use systematic codes.

There were two phases of data working:
Data management and investigation of the data.

Social and material interaction and environmental that might have
effected play quality.



Phase one

Data were divided into major categories:

1) the peer culture and the shared meaning-making
practices subdivided into sets for drawing,
constructing, socializing, and playing, and
represented or ‘tagged’ by the plan or topic of each
session;

2) gender comparison;

3) different level of social interactions, and materials
interaction effects;

4) enjoyment.



Phase two

| utilized figures provided at the end of each session to
analyze the types of interactions for that session and to
situate play within children’s experience, and draw
some examples from the CPC to represent children’s
social/materials interaction, meaning making, and play
behavior.



An Example of the Figures used to analyze social/material interaction
for each session

Social and Materials Interaction

Session 2
c c/c C's/M'S M
(AM and EL), (RO and ED), and (AL all materials were
IN YK ROAM and ED) manipulated
EL AL.ED RQ
PO
Materials C's/M C/M/A
C/A /M X. 0 LE, JE, YO
ED AL RQ PO IN' po am EI AL ED RO ED, PO, RQ, RO
RQ LE JE YO PO JE, LE, YO ED, AL
RQ, PO
Narrative
o Social Interaction B
ED, AL YK
Social Interaction A EL, AM
RO
IN

Materials Interaction &
Exploration



Findings
and
Discussion

The main findings were that the CPC (and the case study of it) is a
good conduit for exploring the possibilities and challenges that
emerge from children’s experiences with open-ended materials
and other children.

Narrative description of children’s journey of play with open-
ended materials is a response to the 15t research question (1a and
1b).Photographs and figures are presented to support
presentation and discussion of the findings beginning under
session 2.

The research question (1c) was embedded across sessions but
last session was mostly responding to this question.

The 2" research question was answered through illustration to
some examples of children’s play activity that reaches a flatline or
in some cases decline at the CPC.



Conclusion

The
availability
of play
materials

Activity
settings

The
unigueness
of the
members

children's play,
The quality or intensity/complexity of play,
people with whom children play
group creativity

Peer culture



mplications and Future
Research

It is important to create a setting where a child’s voice can be heard and
respected;

A model could emerge from this research study (being in a discovery
phase) and could be evaluated in subsequent research

this research study is designed for children but the implications extend
to adults that work with children

This research study suggests working in a pyramid format with family-
child-school to better serve the child.

Include families and teachers in future research/club idea to provide a
tool to better understand children’s play.




Generalization

Transferability might be difficult globally due to some cultural
restrictions

The degree of the observer’s involvement might effect the
children’s being studied as well as tinting the interpretation and
end result.

The positive outcomes of this research could be misleading

Limitations of the Study
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