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Fig. 5. The four basic elements of reading ease.
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Flesch reading Ease

The output of the Flesch Reading Ease formula is a number from O
to 100, with a higher score indicating easier reading. The average
document has a Flesch Reading Ease score between 6-70. The
formula reads as follows:

206.835 — (1.015 x ASL) — (84.6 x ASW)

where:ASL = average sentence length (the number of words divided
by the number of sentences)

ASW = average number of syllables per word (the number of
syllables divided by the number of words)
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The New Dale-Chall Readability Formula
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Average number of sentences per 100 words

Average number of syllables per 100 words
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Robert Gunning, in his book, The Techniques of Clear Writing, devotes a
chapter to each of the 10 principles of writing. These 10 principles are discussed
briefly below (Gunning, 1973, pp. 49-186):

1. Keep sentences short. Longer sentences tend to lose the attention of readers.

2. Prefer the simple to the complex. Single language is easily comprehended by more
people.

3. Prefer the familiar word. Familiar words will communicate the thoughts of the writer
clearly.

4. Avoid unnecessary words. Words that water down the writing will tire readers and
dull their attention.

5. Put action in words. Action verbs bring life to sentences, and the use of those
verbs shortens sentences.

6. Write as one talks. Gunning was convinced that this priniciple, though
controversial, was the most helpful advice to give anyone wishing to write clearly.

7. Use picture terms. Words that stand for things a reader can see and touch are
easier to understand than words that stand for abstract concepts.

8. "Tie in" with readers’ experiences. Interpretations of writings come from the
experiences of readers.

9. Make full use of variety. Using variety in writing will add interest, clarity, and
sparkle.

10. Write to express, not to impress. Expressing one's thoughts is better than trying
to impress with the thoughts of someone else.
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