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Abstract This study examines Saudi Arabian middle school science textbooks’ coverage of
the essential features of scientific inquiry. All activities in the middle school science textbooks
and workbooks were analyzed by using the scientific inquiry ‘essential features’ rubric. The
results indicated that the essential features are included in about 59 % of the analyzed science
activities. However, feature 2, ‘making learner give priority to evidence in responding to
questions’ and feature 3, ‘allowing learner to formulate explanations from evidence’ appeared
more frequently than the other three features (feature 1: engaging learner in scientifically
oriented questions, feature 4: helping learner connect explanations to scientific knowledge, and
feature 5: helping learner communicate and justify explanations to others), whether in the
activities as a whole, or in the activities included in each of the four science domains (physical
science, Earth science, life science and chemistry). These features are represented in almost all
activities. This means that almost all activities in the middle school science textbooks and the
workbooks include features 2 and 3. Meanwhile, the mean level of inclusion of the five
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