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Abstract

This study was an evaluation study for the implementation of Saudi national
math and science curriculum (Grades: 1st, 4th, and 7th) in public education. The aim
of this study was to evaluate: 1) the level of alignment in the new textbooks and
teacher guides with the equivalent textbooks and guides in McGraw-Hill series. 2)
Appropriateness of the presentation style textbooks and the extent of their content
representation of the Saudi society culture and environment of learners. 3) Teach-
ers’ views about the sufficiency of allocated time to teach the newly introduced
textbooks. 4) Implementation of the project which include: teachers’ opinions to-
wards professional development programs, evaluation of organizational support of
headmasters, supervisors, lab technicians, and resources trustees and classroom

observations.

The project has created 10 packages of instruments; included a total of 22 in-
struments, including: textbooks analyzing instruments, classroom observation, in-
terviews and questionnaires. The sample of this study consist of (5650) teachers,
and (800) headmasters, educational supervisors, lab technicians, and resources
trustees support. More than (1000) schools from 19 educational districts were par-
ticipated in this study.

In order to achieve the goals of the study, a number of research teams have
been formed of 23 distinct and qualified researchers, and other 12 associate re-
searchers, in addition to 45 research assistants for implementing the instruments
of the research project. The project also has recruited 29 distinct consultants at the
local and regional levels.

The findings showed that the level of alignment for Math student textbooks
and teacher guides were «<moderate» in terms of educational and theoretical bases
specifications and textbooks components, while the level of alignment was «high»
for the technical specifications. Grade 4 achieved the highest alignment compared
to the other two grades (1st, and 7th grades). Regarding the findings for science
student textbooks, the alignment was moderate in terms of instructional and edu-
cational specifications in all target grades (except grade 4 that it was «high» only in
terms of technical specifications, and the highest in both kind of specifications com-
pared to the other two grades). For the science teacher guides, the alignment of
instructional specifications was «moderate» for grades 1 and 4, and it came «high»

for grade 7, while all grades were «moderately» aligned in terms of technical speci-
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fications.

In a broad view, regardless of the low level of some indicators in science text-
books, the study findings also revealed that the presentations styles of math and
science textbooks were generally appropriate. Moreover, results for the appropri-
ateness of the textbooks with regard to the categories and their indicators of Saudi
society culture were «low» and «moderate» harmonized. Additionally, results for
the appropriateness of the math textbooks with regard to the categories and their
indicators of the environment of learners were «high» harmonized, and were «<mod-

erate» and «high» harmonized in science textbooks

Findings also indicated insufficiency of the allocated time to teach the newly in-
troduced textbooks, especially for science textbooks, since 58.8% of science teach-
ers and 54% of math teachers believe in the impossibility of implementing the les-
sons according to the specified study plan. Also, the findings indicated there are
weaknesses in professional development quality programs, and the level of head-
masters and supervisors support for teachers was «moderate», and also level of lab
technicians, and resources trustees support was «low». According to classroom the
level of math curriculum implementation was «low», and the level of science cur-

riculum implementation was «moderate».

Finally, discussions and interpretations were comprehensively presented, rec-

ommendations and conclusions were suggested.
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